
IN THE GOV
$3,000,000

THK board of managers of the National Home*
{or Disabled Volunteer Soldiers has set Octoberi as the date upon which it will call
lor kids (or the construction of new hospitals

t the soldiers' homes at Milwaukee, Wis, Dayton,
Ohio, and Leavenworth, Kan., and at the Marion
National Sanatorium, Marion, Ind, for the care of
tuberculosis and neuro-psychiatric veterans of the
world war. The proposed expansion of these institutions,which was recently approved by the Secretaryof the Treasury upon the recommendation of
the consultants on hospitalization, will provide accommodationsfor 1,000 additional patients and will
cost approximately $3,000,000.

It was stated that the hospital construction work
will be along the most modern lines for the treatmentof tuberculosis and neuro-psychiatric disease,
based upon plans recommended by the National TuberculosisAssociation. When the work is completed,
it wiM represent the last word in hospital construction.
The plants wjll consist of large connected buildings
with administrative, medical and complete service departmentsfor the care of bed and semi-ambulant
patients.

The ambulant patients will be housed in special
pavilions, with every attention to fresh air considerationin treatment of tuberculosis. Broad and spacious
porches will be constructed on all buildings and so

arranged that beds can be drawn out from the sleeping.rooms and placed upon the sleeping porches exceptin. extremely bad weather. In the large buildingsit has been planned to reduce the number of
patients in the individual wards. No rooms for more

than three beds will be constructed and many single
1 rooms for patients will be provided.

Trapping in Alaska.
UNDER new regulations promulgated by the

Secretary of Agriculture on August 30, for
the protection of all land fur-bearing animals in
Alaska, an open season is provided for trapping
beavers and martens in the Territory. This announcementwill be read with interest by trappers in
Alaska and by fur dealers in the United States, since
there has been no open season for killing beavers
there since 1910, and none for martens since 1916.
Prior to the time when close seasons were establishedon these valuable fur-bearers the animals were

being rapidly exterminated. In many localities in
interior of Alaska beavers had disappeared en-

tirely and martens were rapidly diminishing in numbers.It was to conserve them and permit them to
increase that the close season was provided.

Because of the varying climatic and physiographic
features of different parts of Alaska, anjl- in order to
conserve our fur resources with justice to all, the
Territory is divided into three trapping districts, in
each of which the conditions relating to fur are comparativelyuniform. District No. 1 includes the
Aleutian Islands, the Alaska Peninsula and neighboringislands, and Southeastern Alaska, mainland and
islands, from YakutSt Bay to Dixon entrance, and in
this area beavers may now be trapped from DecemberI to March 31 and martens from November 16 .

to March 31. District No. a includes 4he mainland
and islands north of the areas of District No. 1. as

far as the headwaters of the streams flowing into
*be Arctic Ocean north of latitude 68 degrees. DistrictNo. 3 includes the region drained by the streams

entering the Arctic Ocean north of District No. 2. In
botl these districts the open season for kilting beaversand martens begins November 16 and ends
March 31.

The Bureau of Biological Survey, Department of
Agriculture, which administers the law protecting
land fur-bearing animals in Alaska, has been conductinginstigations for the past year with a view
of again permitting the killing of beavers and martenswhere practicable. These investigations have
shown that while in some few districts beavers and
martens are still scarce, in many others they have
increased to the extent that no harm will result in
allowing them to be killed during at least one season.

H after one season's trapping, it ia found that these
valuable fur-bearers can not maintain proper numbers,
the matter of again providing a close season the
year round will be considered.

A s «

Public Shooting Grounds.
OP the more than 6,000/XW hunters of the United

States, many will be benefited by the recent
action of authorities in Louisiana in setting aside the
Pass-a-l'Otttre public shooting grounds, a tract of
60,000 acres at the mouth of the Mississippi River.

J Here the sportsman of moderate means can enjoy
all the opportunities for wild fowl shooting enjoyed
by wealthy itikmberi 6t tHe' ^xchlsiVfe d(ib» irt th*t
'region ' Tlie action taker! is it Jlrtcr arM with
l*ecdniri>rnilu»ions m*d£ try thi1! Biological SifrVey,
Vtflted States Department of Agriculture. Louisiana

ERNMENT Dt
to Be Expended for Vetei
is one of the first States to adopt the broad policy
of protecting it* citiicns against monopolization of
the desirable hunting grounds by exclusive clubs.

In the Pass-a-l'Outrc reservation there is one

lagoon which it is proposed to set aside as a sanctuarywhere all wild fowl will find refuge from the gun
of the hunter. The shooting grounds are dotted with
duck ponds and make one of the finest duck-hunting
preserves in the United States. It is located on

practically newly created ground, built up in the last
few years by the Mississippi with the sediment con

tantlycarried down and deposited where the river
pours into the Gulf of Mexico. Were it for "sale the
ptoperty could hardly be bought for much short of
half a million dollars.

The season for hunting wild (owl on the new

shooting grounds will extend from November i to

January 31 and the law permits each hunter to shoot
twenty-five ducks each day. To prevent overcrowding,hunters will be required to register, and accommodationswill be provided for an average of 100

hunters, more than it is probable will be there on

any one day.
"An extension of such pubjic-spirited and progressiveconservation measures by other States," said

Dr. E. W. Nelson, chief of the Biological Survey, in
commenting on the action of Louisiana, "will result
in the retention of water areas in various parts of
the country where our migratory wild fowl may
have feeding grounds and places to breed, and where
the public can continue to exercise the splendid
health-giving sport of wild-fowl hunting during the
open season."

New Navy Accounts System.
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY DENBY secured

the permission of Comptroller General J. R. McCarllast week for the bureau of supplies and accounts

of the Navy Department to conduct an administrative
examination of a limited number of navy fiscal officers'
accounts.

It is believed that in the long run the procedure
authorized will prove to be one of the best things
done by the Secretary of the Navy and by Comptroller
General McCarl in the movement toward promoting
economy and efficiency in the navy. The procedure
authorized will allow the officials of the Navy Departmentto correct errors in accounts submitted by fiscal
officers of the navy before such accounts are forwarded
to the general accounting office for final audit. No
duplication of activity js involved.on the contrary the
general accounting office will be relieved of the neceslityof discovering errors susceptible of correction by
tne Navy Department; hence the general accounting
jffice will be free to devote its attention to matters of
aw and other matters not coming within the purview
>f the naval authorities.

Some of the specific advantages toward increasing
he efficiency of the government methods will be that
:he bureau of supplies and accounts of the navy will
>e able to determine within sixty days after the receipt
>f accounts in that bureau whether or not appropria:ionsused afloat have been correctly charged with the
:orresponding expenditures. If an officer or enlisted
man of the navy personnel has been undercredited he
will be promptly apprised by the naval authorities.this
will mean a great increase in the contentment of navy
personnel. The fiscal officers themselves will be financiallyprotected and made to feel more secure in their
fiduciary capacity by being informed within sixty days
is to whether or not their accounts are correct.

On the whole, while the accounts coming within
the purview of the Comptroller General's authorization
ire at present very limited in number, the navy feels
that a distinct gain to its efficiency and to the efficiency
>f the nation has been inaugurated.

Coal Recovery Process.
Preliminary float-and-sink and table-washing

tests have been recently made in the Bureau of
Min.i laboratory on samples of washery refuse from
the Wilkeson Coal and Coke Company. Results indicatea possible recovery of is per cent to 20 per
cent of coal containing 11 per cent to 12 per ccnt ash.
\ full-size commercial table is being installed in the
washery by the company for further tests on the refuse.If the large-scale tests are as encouraging as

the laboratory tests, the company intends to build a

table-washing plant of at least five tables for the retreatmentof all of its accumulated refuse, which are
ronservatively estimated to contain 1,000,000 tons of
material. Froth flotation tests were made on the
middling products from the table tests. Results of
these te*ts indicate a further recovery of 5 per cent,
:ontaining it'pet'cent ash'up to ij per t'eht recovery
&nl'aining Jt8 per cent asH, " Further flotation ftsts
ivitl1 iilsrf be riiade t>h prodtifts froth'the ftar^e'sltAlc
table tests.

APARTMENTS
'ans' Hospitals
THAT dust* of various types are intensely harmful

to mankind, occasioning in some industries terrible
explosions that produce great loss of life and property,and in other trades standing responsible for a

highly increased death rate from lung diseases, is

emphasized by investigations conducted recently by the
United States Bureau of Mines. Ihe fact that coal
dust has tremendous explosive powers, once scoffed at

by the veteran miner, is now "demonstrated frequently
by the bureau in its own coal mine at Experiment. Pa»
near Pittsburgh.

Pulverized coal blown to «Tie furnace through compressedair lines is an ideal fuel in certain Industries,
but the bureau points out that clouds of coal dust releasedfrom such pipes are as dangerous as a body of
unconfined natural gas when liberated in close proximityto open flames or red hot metal. A number of
severe explosions have occurred in industrial plants
using powdered coal as fuel and it is necessary that
care be used in the installation and operation of such
plaftts.

Aluminum dust has also been found to be quite
explosive and several disastrous explosions of this dust
have occurred in manufacturing establishments. The
dusts of various grains have been found by the Departmentof Agriculture to be responsible for a number of
severe explosions in flour mills and grain elevator*.
Hard rubber dust is also declared to be explosible.

The dust of rock containing free silica, found in
some metal mines in the West, settling in the lungs
of the miners, is responsible for a heavy annual death
rate from miners' consumption. The Bureau of Mine*
found in an investigation of conditions in the Butte,
Mont., copper mining district that the tubercular death
rate of Butte miners was nearly thirteen times as great
as that of residents of the State of Michigan. Pulmonarydisease due to rock dust among the miners
of the Joplin, Mo., lead and zinc district affects probablyas high as 30 per cent of the miners employed in
certain classes of mines. Remedial measures are being
found by the introduction of better ventilation and
through the use of water in drilling and in the ore
piles to prevent formation of a dust cloud in the air.

The Bureau of Mines in an investigation of conditionsamong approximately ninety plants engaged
in the production of granite at Barre, Vt, found that
the artisans and laborers were to some extent subject
to a peculiar pulmonary disease known as stone cutters'consumption or granite pneumonasconiosis,
caused by inhalation of particles of granite dust no
more than 1-25000 part of an inch in diameter.

Not all dusts are the enemies of mankind, however.
The bureau is encouraging the use in coal mines of
barriers of certain rock dusts which when jarred by
the explosion of coal dust scatter and act as a screen
for the stoppage of the exploding coal dust. The dust
waste from slate quarrief amounting to about 90 per
cent of the entice material mined has been found bythe bureau to be peouliarly adapted to use as a filler
in the making of asphalt road surfaces.

Sells Railway Notes.
The Director General of Railroads last week announcedthat he had, with the approval of the President,confirmed the sale, at par plus accrued interest,

of $7,500,000 par value of railroad equipment trust
certificates now held by the government. The purchasersare Messrs. Kuhn, Loeb and Company, bankers,of New York.

The equipment trust certificates bear interest at
6 per cent per annum, and mature serially from 1928
*0 I93S. inclusive. The securities sold are of, the
following railroad companies:

Atchison, Topeka and Santc Fe Railway Company,$1,500,000; Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad Company, $1,500,000; Norfolk and Western
Railroad Company, $1,500,000; Central Railroad Companyof New Jersey, $1,500,000; Southern Pacific
Company, $1,500,000.

Colors Stones With Radium.
INVESTIGATIONS being conducted at the rare

and precious minerals experiment station of the
United States Bureau of Mines at Reno, Nev., promisethe development of a process for giving to naturallycolorless gems the special tinting demanded
by the jewelry trade and the fancier of precious
stones. The method employed is the exposure of the
stone to the emanations of radium. After several
weeks' exposure to the emanations, yellow Cape
diamonds have been converted to a beautiful light
grass-green shade. Colorless Colorado topazes have
Wen given a rich "y'Wtm tinting. The Sticccisful con't*hce*pfeHfnrnt»f should 'glVe Hmf>et<i>t 'to

' tli* 'deWlothttrttt of'&fxVsfri tfl g^m rfiirtcrfal
found in various "portions of fhc West.


